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Profiles
Pierre G. & Elizabeth Schwaar

Pierre’s parents, Pierre G. & Elizabeth Schwaar, benefactors of the Pierre-Yves
Schwaar Scholarship Fund.

Photo Courtesy of Fabienne Audette
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The Pierre -Yves Schwaar Scholarship Fund
By Rick Tejera

The Saguaro Astronomy Club was honored at
our July meeting to have as our guest, Pierre
Schwaar’s sister, Fabienne Audette. Fabienne
came to the meeting to announce some very
excellent news. Now that the sale of Pierre as-
tronomical assets had been completed, her fa-
ther has decided to donate the proceeds of
the sale to the Saguaro Astronomy Club for
the purpose of establishing a scholarship fund
in Pierre’s name. The amount donated was
just over $5000.00. The funds came mostly
from the sale to the Vega-Bray Observatory, of
two mirrors Pierre had made. Fabienne said it
gave her family great pleasure to make this
donation as well as knowing Pierre’s last mir-
rors would be put to good use.

As you should know, our treasurer, Dr Peggy
Kain has worked very hard over the past two
years to establish a scholarship fund. As a
professional educator, she feels a deep re-
sponsibility to give to the community in which

we live. Needless to say the donation will en-
sure that her goals are achieved. If you would
like to help Peggy in establishing the guide-
lines and administration of the Scholarship
fund, please consider joining the Scholarship
& Grants committee, which she heads.

Fabienne has asked me to thank Sam Her-
chak for his efforts in the sale of assets, with-
out which none of this would be possible. She
also wanted me to mention that in addition to
the Scholarship fund, her parents also do-
nated a room at the Veterans Administration
Hospital hospice center dedicated to the
memory of SSgt. Pierre-Yves Schwaar.

Once again, on behalf of all SAC members,
our most heartfelt thanks go to the entire
Schwaar family for their generosity and friend-
ship.

Fabienne  Audette
(left), Pierre’s Sister,
poses with Club
Treasurer Peggy
Kain and President
Jack Jones after the
announcement  of
the Schwaar family’s
donation to the
scholarship  fund.
Peggy is also Chair-
person of the Schol-
arship and Grants
committee.
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Astronomy 101
Aperture Fever: Catch It
By Rick Tejera

I've recently been diagnosed with a severe
case of Aperture Fever. For the uninitiated this
is a highly contagious disease among amateur
astronomers. It is caught mostly by looking
through larger telescopes than you currently
have. Symptoms include: leaving your scope
unattended while hanging around the big dob
nearby, browsing the website of telescope
manufacturers, and dreaming what things
what things are going to look like in larger
scopes. Those stricken need to consider the
following things when moving to a larger
scope.

1. How much aperture do you really
need? Do not forget that light grasp is
increased by the square of the diameter
so twice the diameter gives four times
the light. Probably overkill. In my case
I’'m looking to go from an 8” to a 12.5 “,
an increase in light gathering power of
244%. This should give me about 2-3
magnitudes deeper into deep sky ob-
jects. More than enough at my level of
experience.

2. Eq. or Alt-AZ mounting. If your currently
using a dob or other alt-az mounted
scope, you may think you’ll feel com-
fortable with a big dob, but consider
they are a bit bulkier to maneuver so it
may be time to spring for the eq. mount
if it is practical for the size you're con-
sidering. If you’ve really got it bad then
consider an equatorial platform for that
big ole dob. This handy device will let a
dob track for about an hour, before
needing to be reset. For visual observ-
ing, this is fine. If photography is your
game, then you’d be better to consider
a true Egq. Mount. Make darn sure you
don’t skimp on the mount; you want it
to be sturdy enough to carry not only

the scope, but also any accessories
you’re going to attach to it.

3. Physical Size: Aperture fever tends to

cloud ones judgment when it comes to
the size issue. While the victim is
dreaming of resolving 16th magnitude
globulars, the fact that the new 20” he/
she’s looking at won't fit through the
door of his/her house completely es-
capes notice. Get measurements and
weight of the behemoth before you
commit to anything. Consider where
you’ll be storing it, how you’ll transport
it to the observing site and how much
weight you are willing and able to lug
around. Nothing will doom a telescope
to dust gathering than being inconven-
ient to use.

4. Consider all the unexpected costs: Of

course a new scope of such grand ap-
erture requires nothing less than the
best eyepieces, right? In my example
I’'m looking at about $600.00 worth of
eyepieces, filters etc. I'm also planning
on digital setting circles, so there’s an-
other $400.00.

Fortunately (or unfortunately, depending
on your point of view) the only cure for
Aperture fever is a drug called No-
cashatall. This is widely available and
most of us have an ample supply on
hand. If you truly wish to let Aperture fever
consume you there are ways to mitigate
the pain to your wallet.

1. Consider buying used. While the old
Caveat Emptor warning hold true here
as with anything else, you should be
able to at least check the scope out un-
der dark skies. A thorough inspection of

(Continued on page 8)
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Fuzzy Spot, Saggita

By Ken Reeves

Sagitta is a small constellation; only Crux and
Equuleus are smaller. Though the constellation
is small and faint, its star pattern is very distinct,
and an arrow can easily be made out. Despite
its small size, it holds one of the Messier Ob-
jects (M-71), but beyond this most of the ob-
jects are faint and poor. So hope for a good
clear, transparent night, relax and get re-
freshed, and get well dark adapted to get the
most out of this constellation.

For a change, I'll start out with the poorest ob-
jects and work my way up to the brightest ob-
ject. Therefore, these are not in RA order.

Pal 10 (19h18.2 +18 34): This small faint globu-
lar cluster is probably the toughest object in
Sagitta. I've searched for it many times in both
in the 10" and 20" scopes, and at best sus-
pected it with averted vision in each. There is a
string of 5 stars to the S of the cluster that run
ENE/WSW. Be sure and bring out a detailed
star printout of this area to make sure you are
looking in the right spot.

SH2-84 (19h49.0 +18 24): This nebula is
tough, | suspected it in the 10" scope and saw
it in the 20" scope with the UHC filter as very
faint, pretty large, and with no detail. It was
seen solidly with hood. Using an O-lll filter did
not help (stick with the UHC), and increasing
the power to 180X made it disappear.

SH2-82 (19h30.3 +18 16): This nebula is the
first object on this list that | definitely saw in the
20" scope (I haven't looked for it in the 10"
scope yet). At 115X, it was very faint and pretty
large. The filters do not help at all with this ob-
ject. By using a hood and moving the scope
slightly, I could see an amorphous glow around
a mag. 10 star, using averted vision did make
the object grow.

H-20 (19h53.1 +18 20): This open cluster sits
just south of M-71. In the 10" scope there are 2
bright stars and about 1 dozen fainter stars. In
the 20" scope, it is not much, somewhat large,

somewhat bright, extremely poor, and ex-
tremely loose. There are 3 levels of stars with 2
bright stars on the edge, 8 stars on 2nd level
and 15 more on 3rd level with a total of about
25 stars. With the cluster not being detached
from the Milky Way, it is very difficult to tell
where the object ends.

NGC 6886 (20h10.5 +16 55): Getting into the
NGC objects, | found this planetary nebula in
the 20" scope using the O-lll filter. At 450X, it is
not quite stellar, just slightly larger than the
stars. White in color, it sits at the right angle of
a triangle of stars which includes a nice yellow
star.

NGC 6879 (20h10.5 +16 55): The second NCG
planetary nebula (Uranometria also lists 6 addi-
tional planetary nebula, all PK objects) was
seen in the 10" scope in a group of 4 stars, ar-
ranged like Corvus. The planetary was de-
tected because it did not twinkle like the other
three stars. At 160X, it was still seen as stellar.
In the 20" scope, | found it after much futzing
with the Telrad and filters and such. It was seen
as somewhat bright, stellar, and only detect-
able with O-Ill filter. | saw no color and no size
all they way up to 450X.

H N 84 (19h39.4 +16 34): | don't usually cover
double stars (I leave those for Thad), but the
beauty of this pair just couldn't be passed by. It
is a very nice yellow/orange and blue color
contrasting double star with a very wide sepa-
ration. One of the best double's I've seen, it can
easily rival Alberio.

NGC 6838 (19h53.8 +18 47): Finally we're to
the crown jewel of Sagitta, M-71. In both
scopes, it is a triangular or arrowhead shaped
globular cluster pointing WSW with 20 to 35
stars resolved over a quite granular haze. This
is probably the most unusual shaped globular
cluster that | have observed. This cluster has
long been debated as whether it is a loose
globular or a very rich open cluster. The spec-
trum of stars finally convinced the authorities
that it is a globular.
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Seeing Double
By Thad Robosson

Well, Ma Nature and her magical monsoon
maker has only provided a couple of breaks
for us photon-starved astronomers this sum-
mer. With only two visits to Cherry Rd and one
quick trip to the back porch, | haven't received
the proper dosage of astro-therapy necessary
for a healthy, happy astronomer. Needless to
say, I'm going through withdrawals, and am
looking forward to a wonderful weekend at
NASP. Anyway, | did manage a few observa-
tions in the high-riding Lyra a couple of weeks
ago, and here are some of the observations |
made.

Struve 2362 (18 38.4 +36 03.2; 4.17; 180*%): A
moderately faint pair, at 39x it showed nothing.
83x and 125x showed progressively better
splits. The PA was noted at 180*, and was
rated a 3 of 5.

Struve 2372 (18 42.2 +34 45.1; 25”; 83*):
Very easily split at 39x. An unequal pair with a
PA of nearly 90*. The primary seemed slightly
bluish to me. Rated a 3 of 5.

Struve 2390 (18 45.9 +34 31.2; 4.2”; 156%):
83x showed a very unequal pair at near PA of
120*. 2 very small pinpricks of light. Rtaed this
one a 3 of 5.

Struve 2448 (19 03.6 +35 44.6; 2.4”; 190%):
Had to push to 250x to split this one up. Only
showed as a peanut at PA of 180. Rated a 3 of
5

Struve 2470 (19 08.7 +34 45.6; 13.7”; 269*):
Bluish white with a fainter companion. Easily
seen at 39x. PA was approx. 250*. Rated a 2
of 5 with the following observation.

Struve 2474 (19 09.2 +34 36.1; 16.2”; 262*):
Just a hint of yellow in the primary. Easily split
with 39x. PA is near 235*. This is in the same
field of view as Struve 2470, and was rated a 2
for both pairs together.

Eta Lyra (19 13.7 +39 08.9; 28.3”; 81*): Quite
a pleasing sight. A bright primary with a fainter
companion at near PA 90*. Rated a 2 of 5.
Struve 248l1a-bc (19 11.2 +38 46.9; 4.57;
204*): 125x gave a split part of the time. Pa
near 200* Is the BC component splitable?
Rated a 3.

Overall, the night was given a 7/10 for seeing,
and a 3.5/10 for transparency.

If you'd like to share observations with me, or
need some observing lists, please contact me
at: starstarcracker@qwest.net

Public Observing Session

SAC will host, in conjunction with
the Phoenix Parks & Recreation
Dept., a public Observing Session
on Saturday October 27th at the
Reach 11 Recreation Area. Please
try to be set up by 6:30 p.m.

The moon will be almost full, but
there will be plenty of bright deep
sky objects to show off to the pub-
lic, including M 31, M 13, and M
27.

The site is just north of Union Hills

Blvd off Tatum Blvd in NE Phoenix.
A map to the site is included at
right. Keep in mind by the time of
this event the Loop 101 Pima Frwy.
should be open. Exit at Tatum and
head south. The site entrance is on
the right (west) side of the road.
Park rangers will be on hand to
help direct traffic. Steve Coe has
made up a nice flyer advertising
the event. Contact him for a copy
to put up at your office. Hope to
see you there.

Naorth

Reach 11 —-
Mark x ]

ot .. CAP vanal

=

Union Ilills

Woal Tawm Rd.

Bell Rd.

Saguarno Astronomy Club Site

Map to Reach 11 Recreation
Area
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1
2 3 4 3) 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

Schedule of Events for September 2001

Sept. 1st Pioneer 11 Passes within 13,000 of Saturn, the first Saturn Flyby, in 1979

Sept. 2nd Moon is full at 2143mst

Sept. 8th Trip to Mount Graham Observatory. Contact Jack Jones for more details.

Sept. 10th Occultation of Saturn by 3rd Quarter Moon, Disappears at 0501, reappears at
0629

Sept. 10th Moon at Last Quarter at 1859mst

Sept. 15th SAC Star Party at Flat Iron Mountain. Sunset 1837, Ast twilight ends 2001, Moon
rise 0513

Sept. 14th-15th | 2001 Northern Arizona Star Party Mingus Mountain. For more info see www.
pacorg.net or contact Gary Frey at 928-632-7355

Sept. 17th New Moon at 093Imst

Sept. 22nd Autumnal equinox at 1504

Sept. 24th Moon at First Quarter 1349

Sept. 28th SAC General Meeting at Grand Canyon University at 1930. Guest Speaker: Tom
Polakis: Observing the Southern Sky (rescheduled from August)

Future Planning
Oct. 12th-13th | All Arizona Star Party, Arizona City. Contact Martin Bonadio, Mbastro@aol.com.
Oct 27th Public Observing Session at Reach 11 Recreation area (See page 6 for details)
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Bits & Pieces

Minutes from the July 6th Board Meeting
By A. J. Crayon

Jack Jones has checked into the Adopt-a-
Highway Project with a proposed site on High-
way 169 near our Cherry Rd observing site. He
is currently pursuing details between the
county and state departments that oversee the
program.

The Board will decide on a Public Star Party
some time in the fall. The date and place are
to be decided upon later. (Ed note: This is al-
ready done, see page 6 of this issue)

The suggestion agreed upon was to use the
existing optics (8 inch f4.5 mirrors and diago-
nals) and make a Dobsonian binocular tele-
scope as a club ATM project. The cost was
guessed at about $100.00 but a review of the
process needs to be completed so a better
cost can be determined. The club has two
tubes, but they are a large 14 inches, do we

have any 8 inch tubes laying around? Ques-
tion came up: who will be the care-taker?
Jack will bring the optical box to the next ATM
for Thad to review?

The insurance situation was discussed by
Peggy Kain, basically we got ripped off by our
current carrier and it is time to find another that
will serve our needs, which basically should
cover our meetings, star parties and other ac-
tivities - where ever they may be located. The
current insurance carrier being investigated is
Ohio Casualty to be administered locally by
Benton Insurance. Costs were not discussed.

By meetings end the following were present:
Jack Jones, Joe Goss, Adam Sunshine, AJ
Crayon, Thad Robosson, Diane Hope, Peggy
Kain, Steve Coe and Rick Tejera.

(Continued from page 3)

the workings and mechanics should let
you know if you’re getting a good deal.

2. Consider making your own. Even if
you’ve never pushed glass you can still
build your own scope. Commercially
made optics are readily available and if
that’s not good enough, there are many
talented mirror maker around. Ask
around and you should find them. Kit's
are available to make simple dob’s up
to big truss tube dob’s. If you're pretty
handy you can probably fashion your
own design. Aperture fever might be
just the thing to start in the ATM side of

the hobby. If you go this route consider
learning to push glass yourself. You'll
save a bunch of money and who
knows?, you may actually enjoy it.

Like most hobbies, Astronomy can get as ex-
pensive as you want it to be, but even with a
case of aperture fever, it is still possible to get
quite a bit of enjoyment out it. The disease is-
n’t fatal so there should be no rush to cure it.
Take your time enjoying your current tele-
scope (or binoculars) and do your research
carefully and set a realistic budget and you’ll
get through the worst of it.
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Bits & Pieces
Minutes from the July 6th, 2001 General Meeting
By A. J. Crayon

Immediately after calling the meeting to order,
president Jack Jones introduced Fabienne Au-
dette, Pierre Schwarr's sister. She announced
her pleasure with being at the meeting and
had some news she wanted to pass on from
their family. She read a letter from his father
that thanked Sam Herchak for taking care of
Pierre's estate and gifted the $5000.00 from its
proceeds to the SAC scholarship fund! Every-
one was so overjoyed with this great kind act
that words for us were even difficult. Fabienne
indicated the Schwarr's were all educators and
they felt this would be a fitting tribute to Pierre.
Pierre was also an educator - an educator of
astronomy and amateur telescope making
amongst others.

We were reminded that Brian Skiff discovered
an asteroid, 13006, and suggested it be
named Schwarr. His legacy lives on!

After we all caught our breaths treasurer
Peggy Kain delivered the treasurer's report.
The $400.00 bank error was corrected - - by
the bank. Between checking, petty cash and
savings we have approximately $5000.00 on
hand. Peggy also has some 2002 Astronomy
Calendars for sale at $10.00 each; get them
while they last.

AJ Crayon announced the constellations for
next Deep Sky Group meeting were Ursa Ma-
jor and Libra. He also presented the first award
for observing 110 Objects Beyond the NGC.
This is the first award for this list that was put
in place approximately two years ago. The re-
cipient? AJ Crayon.

Sign up sheets for the Mt. Graham tour were
set out for those still interested in the outing.
There are two trips, July 28 and September 8;
both still have openings.

Gene Lucas's Show-n-Tell displayed images of
Mars, during its recent opposition, that were
downloaded from Donald Parkers web site.
The July images were taken with his 10 inch
Meade. Gene also discussed how to view Pho-
bos and Diemos in our telescopes. There is a
NASA site at space.jpl.nasa.gov that will give
the best times for viewing.

Paul Dickson showed some 8 1/2 X 11 prints
of first quarter moon pictures using eyepiece
projection. He also had some slides taken
from the Grand Canyon Star Party.

Steve Dodder also showed some slides from
the Grand Canyon Star Party.

Chris Schur showed some gorgeous film and
CCD pictures of Comet 2001/ A2 Linear using
L-R-G-B process.

Steve Coe showed some slides using the K-O-
D-A-K process from piggy backed pictures,
showing Mars in the stem of the Pipe Nebula.
He also informed the club that the 1 gigabit
hard drive that crashed last month had been
replaced with a 30 gigabit drive.

Rick Tejera showed the club his roughly
ground 12" mirror, purchased at a cost of a
mere $200.00.

After the break Diane Hope introduced the
evening speaker, Don McKenna from Steward
Observatory . . . Lick Observatory . . . Large
Binocular Telescope . . . Vatican Observatory
and others. Most of his work has been in the
area of laser adaptive optics. His complex talk
was titled, "Seeing is Believing - Optical Turbu-
lence Causes and Cures."
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SAC Meeting and Observing Sites

General Meetings

7:30 p.m. at Grand Canyon University, Fleming Building,
Room 105: 1 mile west of I-17 on Camelback Rd., North on
33rd Ave., Second building on the right.

g Unirersity
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Cherry Rd. Star PArties

sign: Chery s Nerth
i e
Chermy Ed.
X also
Hwy 163
1-17
H
Cordes Juntion

Take 1-17 north to the Cherry Rd Exit, Hgwy. 169. Turn
Left (west ) onto 169 and go approximately 5 miles. You'll
see a sign that says Cheery 6. Turn Left (opposite what
the arrow on the sign says) onto a dirt road. Follow the
dirt road about 1/2 mile. The site is through a gate on the
right. Please keep the gate closed at all times.

Flatiron Star Parties

= (Cattle Guard

+ Rock Marker
[ ~and Dirt Road

<> Cattle Guard
Caution Sign

Mile Marker 12

Jackrabbit Wash

Head west on 1I-10 to the 339th Ave exit (exit 103).
Turn North (right) and go two miles to Indian School
Rd. Turn West (left) on Indian School and go 1 mile
to 355th Ave. Turn North (right). This will turn into
Wickenburg Rd. Follow this road for about 12 miles.
Just after mile marker 12 you will go through Jack-
rabbit wash and pass a cattle guard sign. There is a
dirt road just after the sign, marked by white painted
rocks. Turn on to this road and follow it about .9
miles. Just after you pass through a wash, you'll see
the field on your left. If you hit the cattle guard, or the
dirt road your on is next to a fence, you’ve missed the
correct road. Go back and look for the white rocks.
(see detail map above).
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: SAC Membersnip services :
I Membership I
| |
: Memberships are for the following calendar year and are pro-rated for new members as follows: :
I Jan.-Mar. 100%, Apr.-Jun. 75%; Jul.-Sep. 50%, Oct.- Dec, 25% I
| |
I 0 $ 28.00 Individual Membership I
: O $ 42.00 Family Membership (one newsletter) :
I O $100.00 Business Membership (includes advertising) I
| O $ 14.00 Newsletter only |
: O $ 6.00 Nametag for Members :
I Subscription Services I
| |
: The following magazines are available to members. Subscribe or renew by paying the club treasurer. You will :
| receive the discounted club rate only by allowing the club treasure I
| O $ 30.00/yr Sky & Telescope |
I rto renew your subscription. |
: O $ 29.00/yr Astronomy :
| |
I Please Print I
: Make Checks Payable to SAC :
Name: :
: Mail Completed form to: :
| Address: Peggy Kain :
I SAC Treasurer I
| P.O Box 30424 |
: Phoenix AZ 85046-0424 :
: Phone; :
| |
| |
| |
L 4

Membership Renewal & Elections

As the year starts to wind down, it's time to
think about renewing your membership. Al-
though all memberships are valid through De-
cember, an early renewal can help our treas-
urer keep things running smoothly. An early
renewal will also ensure your subscriptions to
Sky & Tel & Astronomy continue uninter-
rupted. Both magazine experience a high vol-
ume of renewals around the end of the year
and it has been noted that this backlog can
delay processing of subscription renewals. So
use the handy renewal form above and get
your membership assured for next year.

On a related note, elections are also coming
up, the process beginning in October. Now is
the time to think about who will lead the club
next year. The positions of President & Treas-
urer will both need to be filled as Jack &
Peggy have served two years. The remaining
officers still have one year of eligibility left.

Initial nominations will be held during the Oc-
tober General Meeting, followed by second
nominations and final elections in November.
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5643 W. Pontiac Dr
Glendale, AZ 85308-9117
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Fax: 623-572-8575

Email: Saguaro Astro@aol.com

Videmus Stellae

WwWw. Saguaroastro.org

SAC Schedule of Events

SAC Meetings SAC Star Parties
January 12, 2001 July 6, 2001
Feb 9, 2001 August 3, 2001 Date Sunset Astronomical Moonrise
March 9, 2001 September 28,200 TW"'?;;E”dS o525
April 6, 2001 October 26, 2001 o/17 1818 1941 0431
May 4, 2001 November 30, 2001
Jun 8, 2001 December : TBA 3/ 1841 2004 0258
(Holiday Party) 4014 1902 2029 0139
Deep Sky Group Meetings 5/19 1928 2106 0410
6/16 1944 2127 0239
February 15, 2001 August 9, 2001 m4 1943 2123 0109
8/11 1922 2053 2341
April 12, 2001 November 1,200l  9/15 1837 2001 0513
10/13 1800 1933 0401
June 14, 2001 1o 173t 1857 0254

12/8 1723 1852 0151




