


by Paul Dickson

cone from Tucson. We hunted through the Sagittarius
and Scutum star cloudsand everything we saw wasprett y.
The ¯eld wascompletely °at and gave the black wallpaper
illusion I had seenonly once before in Rick Rotramel's
excellent Parks 11X80s.

Jim had asked us to bring a list of what we wanted to
observe, so his ¯rst question was \W ell what do you want
to look at?" He washoping to catch uso®-guard,I believe,
but I was ready with my NGCView Observing Log, and
called out \NGC 4565 for starters" and then rattled o®
several other NGC objects. He was not to catch us °at-
footed at a time like this.

The low power range for a scope this size is around
150X, so we had to get used to rather large images! We
also had to get used to climbing a 12-foot step ladder to
take a look through the scope. The 4565 edge-ongalaxy
showed a dark rift all along its length. I felt it my duty

to point out the many supernovas (not!) all along it.
Weshuttled back and forth from the binoculars to the

10-inch to the big scope for quite a while. Mitc h is looking
at M13 and I askedhim if hecould seethe often overlooked
little galaxy NGC 6207in the same¯eld 1/2 degreeto the
northeast. Jim says \Ah, but there is another in that
¯eld," and sure enough, in the big scope with averted
vision, a tiny edge-on15th magnitude galaxy is °oating
betweenthe two!

Jim is partial to planetaries and had printed out an
odd planetary earlier at his house with Megastar. It's
called Abell 70 or PK38-25.1 (Uranometria p. 298) in
Aquila. His CCD imageshows an edge-ongalaxy perched
like a straw hat on top of a ring planetary. I thought the
imagewas a tric k of superposition, but through the scope
now, I seeboth are visible (14.3p). The 19th magnitude
center star is not! I must try this object in my 1000since
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SAC General Meetings 7:30PM at Grand
Canyon University, Fleming Building, Room 105
| 1 mile westof Interstate 17on Camelback Rd.,
north on 33rd Ave., secondbuilding on the right.
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SAC Deep Sky Subgroup Meeting at
John & Tom McGrath's, 11239 N. 75th St.,
Scottsdale, 998{4661 | Scottsdale Rd. north,
Cholla St. east to 75th St., southeastcorner.

SAC Star Parties at Buckeye Hills Recre-
ation Area Interstate 10 west to Exit 112 (30
miles west of Interstate 17), then south for 10.5
miles, right at entrance to recreation area, one-
half mile, on the right. No water and only pit toi-
lets. Pleasearrive beforesunset;allow one hour
from central Phoenix.
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