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planets also leaped new levels of detail, with a ringless
Saturn, and Mars and Jupiter to seeanew.

Now for someobservations on what is doneright here.
Probably the best examplesof star parties done well are
the Sentinel Stargazeand the All-Arizona Star Party. For
yearsI had participated in events set up back East where
they were overplanned, oversta®ed, overambitious, and
too short. Although I was a member of the Spring¯eld
Telescope Makers back there, and helped them put on
Stellafaneevery year, I had always felt it could have been
donebetter, and longer. By contrast, events hereare sim-
ple, yet fun, and cost little to initiate. During the time
here I have had somememoriesthat are unforgettable.

Seeing Hyakutake from the park next to the Salt
River, with its searchlight-beam tail emerging from a re-
ceding cloudbank. Going to the top of Kitt Peak with
the members of Tucson Amateur Astronomical Associa-

tion (TAAA) and hearing the big domessqueakand rattle
in the night as they moved, and seeinghow well my 1200

did at over 50000.
Attending a public viewing at Lowell Obs., and view-

ing Jupiter through the 2400 and M 2 and 57 also, from
that historic dome. Rising at 3:00 a.m. to seeHale Bopp
after its time behind the sun, and the start of its current
viewing season,and to view it with Tom Bopp, its discov-
erer and his observing partner. Watching the dawn and
the sunriseout at Vekol and Sentinel, with the most pro-
foundly deep senseof wonder at the colors, the shadows
and the solitude combined. Walking from a 2400after see-
ing M 42 at 300x with brillian t colors and then handed a
pair of small ultra-wide ¯eld binoculars (from Russia)that
when used, showed Barnard's loop and the Witc h-Head
nebula practically in the sameview. The night I viewed
from Boyce Thompson Arb oretum with EVAC members,

Directionsto
SAC Events

SAC General Meetings 7:30PM at Grand
Canyon University, Fleming Building, Room 105
| 1 mile westof Interstate 17on Camelback Rd.,
north on 33rd Ave., secondbuilding on the right.
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SAC Deep Sky Subgroup Meeting at
John & Tom McGrath's, 11239 N. 75th St.,
Scottsdale, 998{4661 | Scottsdale Rd. north,
Cholla St. east to 75th St., southeastcorner.

SAC Star Parties at Buckeye Hills Recre-
ation Area Interstate 10 west to Exit 112 (30
miles west of Interstate 17), then south for 10.5
miles, right at entrance to recreation area, one-
half mile, on the right. No water and only pit toi-
lets. Pleasearrive beforesunset;allow one hour
from central Phoenix.
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