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very dark skies,away from the glare of metropolitan Phoe-
nix street lights. We have had visitors from many states,
aswell asfrom Europe and Australia visit our \star par-
ties" and marvel over the incredible skiesat Buckeye Hills
Park. The Park is conveniert to all parts of Phoenix, yet
at about one hour's drive, it's about as close as serious
astronomy can be done near Phoenix.

In 1985{86, Saguaro Astronomy Club menbers co-
operated with KAET Channel 8 at ASU to photograph
and videotape imagesof Halley's Comet, that were seen
by tens of thousandsof peopleon the television shows we
participated in. While no major scierti ¢ discoverieshave
resulted from our use of the Buckeye Hills Park, the fa-
cility has provided a quiet, securebasefor our observing
sessionswhich we sharewith the public. Since1977,the
Saguaro Astronomy Club has provided volunteers with
their telescopesfor public observingsessionseweral times
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a year at a number of County Park sites, including Thun-
derbird Park in Glendale (managedby the City of Glen-
dale); Readh 11 park in Scottsdale, South Mountain Park
(City of Phoenix), White Tanks Park, and Buckeye Hills
Park. These activities recertly peaked again with the
sensational public interest in the Hale-Bopp Comet (co-
discovered by one of our menmbers, Tom Bopp.) Our
Thunderbird Park outing this spring attracted hundreds
of curious spectators from the general public. Interest in
our club and other valley astronony clubsis at an all-time
high.

Our club is one of only a handful of groupsthat have
consistertly utilized the Buckeye Hills Park facilities over
the years. But our gertle, park-friendly, non-intrusive
nocturnal activities can be easily destroyed by dewvelop-
ment and other light-attracting activities. Buckeye Hills
Park is a unique facility for astronomy, sinceit has not
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SAC General Meetings 7:30PM at Grand
Canyon University, Fleming Building, Room 105
| 1 mile westof Interstate 17 on Camelba& Rd.,
north on 33rd Ave., secondbuilding on the right.
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SAC Deep Sky Subgroup Meeting at
John & Tom McGrath's, 11239 N. 75th St.,
Scottsdale, 998{4661| Scottsdale Rd. north,
Cholla St. eastto 75th St., southeastcorner.
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SAC Star Parties at Buckeye Hills Recre-
ation Area Interstate 10 west to Exit 112 (30
miles west of Interstate 17), then south for 10.5
miles, right at entrance to recreation area, one-
half mile, on the right. No water and only pit toi-
lets. Pleasearrive before sunset;allow one hour
from certral Phoenix.
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