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usethe longest telephoto lensyou have to photograph the
sky, but for ¯xed-camera photography the best lensesare
normal and wide-angle lensesbecausethey allow longer
exposureswithout trailing. Also, normal and wide-angle
lensestend to have \faster" (i.e., numerically lower) focal
ratios, which meansthey will capture more star imagesin
a given time than \slower" telephoto lenses.(Seesidebar
for an explanation of what \fast" and \slow" lensesare.)

Use fast ¯lm

To photograph constellations or the Milky Way we'll
also need fast ¯lm. The speed champion among color
¯lms is Konica SR-V 3200,a 3200-speedprint ¯lm which
can capture amazing sky images in only a few seconds.
Konica 3200 ¯lm can be a bit di±cult to ¯nd in de-
partment stores, but it's commonly available in camera
stores. If you can't ¯nd Konica 3200¯lm, both Kodak and

Fuji make 1000-and 1600-speed¯lms for both prints and
slides. For this kind of photography I don't recommend
you use ¯lm slower than 1000 speed, and the super-fast
3200-speedKonica ¯lm really works best.

What about black-and-white ¯lm? Yes, you can use
black-and-white ¯lm, and Kodak doesmake a 3200-speed
black-and-white ¯lm (TMAX 3200) which will work as
well as Konica SR-V 3200. But black-and-white ¯lm will
not capture the subtle colors of stars and nebulae, and
as long as you're going to go through the e®ort, why not
capture the best image possible?

Taking a photo

Once the selected lens is in place and the camera
is loaded with fast ¯lm, attach the camera to a trip od
and the cable releaseto the camera. Remove the lens
cap if you've not already done so and set the camera to
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SAC Events

SAC General Meetings 7:30PM at Grand
Canyon University, Fleming Building, Room 105
| 1 mile westof Interstate 17on Camelback Rd.,
north on 33rd Ave., secondbuilding on the right.
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SAC Deep Sky Subgroup Meeting at
John & Tom McGrath's, 11239 N. 75th St.,
Scottsdale, 998{4661 | Scottsdale Rd. north,
Cholla St. east to 75th St., southeastcorner.

SAC Star Parties at Buckeye Hills Recre-
ation Area Interstate 10 west to Exit 112 (30
miles west of Interstate 17), then south for 10.5
miles, right at entrance to recreation area, one-
half mile, on the right. No water and only pit toi-
lets. Pleasearrive beforesunset;allow one hour
from central Phoenix.
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