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not marked in the sky (too bad| it would be handy) but
its general location is easyto ¯nd: In winter skiesit runs
through the top of Orion's belt; in the summer it runs
through the lower part of Ophiuchus. In fact, anytime
you can seethe north star you can ¯nd the equator: Look
directly at the north star, then look 90 degreesaway from
it in any direction and you're looking directly at the ce-
lestial equator.

Celestial coordinates
On the Earth any point can be located by its lati-

tude and longitude. Latitude is a measureof how many
degreesthe point is north or south of the Earth's equator;
longitude is how many degreeseastor west of an arbitrary
starting point. (That arbitrary point is called the \prime
meridian" and, becausethe British designedthe system,
it happensto run through Greenwich, England.)

Sky coordinates are much the same: The location of

an object is speci¯ed in terms of how many degreesit lies
north or south of the celestial equator and how far it lies
east or west of an arbitrary starting point. In the sky,
however, an object's north-south position is known as its
declination (instead of latitude) and its east-west position
is known as its right ascension (instead of longitude). In
charts and objects listings the right ascensionis listed ¯rst
and the two terms are often abbreviated as \RA" and
\Dec."

Declination is stated in degreesnorth or south of the
celestial equator. If the object lies north of the celestial
equator its declination is positive; if it lies south of the ce-
lestial equator its latitude is negative. Thusan object with
a declination of 27degrees(sometimeswritten as\+27 de-
grees") lies 27 degreesnorth of the celestialequator, while
an object with a declination of ¡ 54.5 degreeslies 541/2
degreessouth of the celestialequator. The maximum dec-
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SAC General Meetings 7:30PM at Grand
Canyon University, Fleming Building, Room 105
| 1 mile westof Interstate 17on Camelback Rd.,
north on 33rd Ave., secondbuilding on the right.
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SAC Deep Sky Subgroup Meeting at
John & Tom McGrath's, 11239 N. 75th St.,
Scottsdale, 998{4661 | Scottsdale Rd. north,
Cholla St. east to 75th St., southeastcorner.

SAC Star Parties at Buckeye Hills Recre-
ation Area Interstate 10 west to Exit 112 (30
miles west of Interstate 17), then south for 10.5
miles, right at entrance to recreation area, one-
half mile, on the right. No water and only pit toi-
lets. Pleasearrive beforesunset;allow one hour
from central Phoenix.
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