


This is actually two photos, tak en within a few seconds of each other. It is about 90 minutes until sunset on Saturday evening
and most of the people had not yet arriv ed at the site yet. The mountain o® in the distance, behind the foreground truc k
is Kitt Peak. Looking closely, you might be able to see the white speck that is the dome for the 4-meter Mayall Telescope.
The vehicles left-to-righ t, starting with the foreground truc k, belong to Rick Rotramel (SAC), Hazel Lawler (T AAA), Glenn

Nishimoto (T AAA), and Robert Kerwin (EV AC). Hazel had the shortest distance to arriv e at the site. She liv es in Arizona Cit y.

few peopleeven set up in the south ¯eld.
One of the more unusual scopesI looked through was

a 7 inch folded refractor. The viewsof Saturn weresuperb!
After checking out the ¯eld, I got back to my scope

to do someseriousobserving. I gave the skiesa rating of
7/10, A.J. gave it an 8/10. I spent most of the evening
looking for Steve Coe's objects in Piscis Austrin us. With
my 1000 scope, they were all very faint and I was unable
to ¯nd either of the IC objects. I then moved on to the
Merope nebula in the Pleiades. This was the best I have
ever seenand de¯nitely the most obvious. I ¯nished up the

evening with several galaxiesin Cetus, one of my favorite
fall constellations. I turned in about 2:00, ¯guring that I
had another night to observe.

Saturday was one of those days where one just lays
around. Steve DeWell shot o® a couple of model rockets
in the morning for some di®erent entertainment, a nice
touch. The rest of the day was spent trying to keepcool,
I was lucky to be able to spend sometime in Steve's air
conditioned RV, but as long asonewasable to stay in the
shade,it wasn't too bad.

In the afternoon, someclouds started building up in
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SAC Events

SAC General Meetings 7:30PM at Grand
Canyon University, Fleming Building, Room 105
| 1 mile westof Interstate 17on Camelback Rd.,
north on 33rd Ave., secondbuilding on the right.
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SAC Deep Sky Subgroup Meeting at
John & Tom McGrath's, 11239 N. 75th St.,
Scottsdale, 998{4661 | Scottsdale Rd. north,
Cholla St. east to 75th St., southeastcorner.

SAC Star Parties at Buckeye Hills Recre-
ation Area Interstate 10 west to Exit 112 (30
miles west of Interstate 17), then south for 10.5
miles, right at entrance to recreation area, one-
half mile, on the right. No water and only pit toi-
lets. Pleasearrive beforesunset;allow one hour
from central Phoenix.

x

To Gila Bend

I-10 to Phoenix

A
z-

85

Buckeye Hills
Recreation
Area

This is It!

Mile Marker
144

Gila River

Exit "112"

30 miles to I-17

N

Buckeye

Page2 December SACNEWS


