


on the map.

This was a pretty easyobject to get at and makesa
good example, but what about that peskyM 75? No, I'm
not going to do like all the school text books do an \leave
it asan exerciseto the student."
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There are two 6th magnitude stars just SW of the
object, and a grouping of four 5th magnitude stars SSW of
the object, but lets say we arein a somewhatlight polluted
areaand those stars aren't really visible to the naked eye,
and any stars east(i.e. in Capricornus) are too low in the
sky to use,sowe are left with Tau Saguttarii (the bottom
star in the handle). The object is obviously too far away to
1 in eventhe 4 degreecircle, soanother approac can be
used. If the edgeof the outer circle is placed on the star,

| canstart counting the number of \T elrad "elds" needed
to getto M 75. | measuredjust beyond 4 full “elds to get
there. The direction is kind of ENE, but | 'nd it easier
to extend an imaginary line from the object through the
guide star and continue it on to another bright star, in
this caseDelta (the star betweenthe spout and tip of the
teapot) works well. When | am at the telescoe, it is easy
to envision the line, and move the scope in the appropriate
direction. It takes some practice to move the scope the
right amount. | 'nd it bestto imagine a spot at the edge
of the outer circle and concerirate on that spot in the sky
while | move the scope to get the other side of the circle
on the spot.

This example of M 75 is probably the other extreme,
it is pretty unlikely that you will wind up with the object
in the certer of the "eld (or evenin the "eld at all), but
it should get you pretty close.

| found this technique quite useful when | was rst
learning the skiesand while my eyeswere getting \tuned"
into seeingthe fainter stars. | still useit in alot of circum-
stances, speci cally when | am observing in town where
fainter guide stars are hard to see,when | am using a 6th
magnitude star atlas, or when | am trying to seea lot
of bright objects in a short period of time sud as at the
MessierMarathon.

Finally 1 "nd it useful in getting closeto an object
without a good guide star near by. | recertly tried to
locate NGC 6572in Ophiuchus by star hopping from 71
Ophiuchi using Uranometria (page 204). After about 30
minutes of loosing my way around, | gave up. The next
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SAC Events

SAC General Meetings 7:30PM at Grand
Canyon University, Fleming Building, Room 105
| 1 mile westof Interstate 17 on Camelba& Rd.,
north on 33rd Ave., secondbuilding on the right.
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Camelback Rd 1-17 One Mile »>

SAC Deep Sky Subgroup Meeting at
John & Tom McGrath's, 11239 N. 75th St.,
Scottsdale, 998{4661| Scottsdale Rd. north,
Cholla St. eastto 75th St., southeastcorner.
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SAC Star Parties at Buckeye Hills Recre-
ation Area Interstate 10 west to Exit 112 (30
miles west of Interstate 17), then south for 10.5
miles, right at ertrance to recreation area, one-
half mile, on the right. No water and only pit toi-
lets. Pleasearrive before sunset;allow one hour
from certral Phoenix.
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