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1) TELESCOPE

7) STAR CHARTS
3) CARKEYS
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YOUR LOCKED
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very apparent to the naked eye. The center of our galaxy
beams brightly nearly halfway up into the sky, jammed
with thousands upon thousands of stars crowding from
the horizon all the way to the zenith.

The feet, body and neck of the giant dark constella-
tion of the \EMU" can be seen on the southern horizon.
This constellation was named by the Australian Aborig-
ines after its shape that resembled a huge ightless bird
the size of an ostrich that lives in the remote parts of that
continent. The \head" of the EMU is the Coal sack in
Crux, which is just below our horizon here in Arizona.
The northernmost star in Crux, Gamma Crucis can how-
ever be seen from southern Arizona if the horizon is un-
obstructed.

Located near the neck of the EMU, the Norma star
cloud can be seen. About the size of the Sagittarius star
cloud and nearly as bright, this showpiece just skirts our

southernmost horizon. Scanning this part of the sky with
big binoculars is an awesome experience, the region being
fllled with dense star groupings, tangled dark nebula, and
unusual emission objects.

The scorpion rides high in the southern sky. Domi-
nating the Milkyway in this region is M7. Seen with the
naked eye as an intense brightening in the rich surround-
ing star clouds, closer examination will reveal that that
dozens of stars can also be seen resolved without opti-
cal aid giving it a coarse, sandy appearance. Sagittarius
is no less exciting to the naked eye. A rich frothy steam
emerges from the constellations teapot shapes spout, lead-
ing up to a dark hole in the Milkyway here which contains
both the lagoon and Trifld nebula. Although both can be
clearly seen, only the lagoon betrays its nebulous charac-
ter to the eye appearing as an elongated island in a sea of
dark nebulosity. Extending into Ophiuchus and Aquila,

Directions to
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SAC General Meetings 7:30 PM at Grand
Canyon University, Fleming Building, Room 105
| 1 mile west of Interstate 17 on Camelback Rd.,
north on 33rd Ave., second building on the right.
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SAC Deep Sky Subgroup Meeting at
John & Tom McGrath’s, 11239 N. 75th St.,
Scottsdale, 998{4661 | Scottsdale Rd. north,
Cholla St. east to 75th St., southeast corner.
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SAC Star Parties at Buckeye Hills Recre-
ation Area Interstate 10 west to Exit 112 (30
miles west of Interstate 17), then south for 10.5
miles, right at entrance to recreation area, one-
half mile, on the right. No water and only pit toi-
lets. Please arrive before sunset; allow one hour
from central Phoenix.

—~ 1-10 to Phoenix
)

20

30 miles to I-17

Exit "112"
Buckeye
N 0
0 Gila River
N
< )/
—
This is It!
)
Buckeye Hills - a
Recreation i
Area O\ g/ldllf Marker
N
To Gila Bend

August SACNEWS






