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NGC 4945 at magnitude 9.0. Surfacebrightness, not to-
tal magnitude, is the key to determining how bright a
distributed deep sky object will appear. Numerical val-
ues for surface brightness can be misleading as well, be-
causethey make certain assumptionsabout the distribu-
tion of light | assumptionsthat fail for irregularly shaped
objects. An easier way to determine how bright NGC
objects will appear is to use Dreyer's original visual de-
scriptions. He usedan abbreviated, somewhatcryptic for-
mat to record his visual impressions. NGCView is one of
the ¯rst programs to make Dreyer's descriptions part of
the database. Visual descriptions of brightness, size,and
shape have been expanded into plain text and are avail-
able for ¯ltering and sorting. Many amateur astronomers
have found this unique feature extremely valuable when
planning their observations."

Since my present interest is to commenceobserving

SAC's 110 Best of the NGC, the ¯rst thing I did was
to set the ¯lters to give me the Herschel 400. I further
¯ltered this to extract only existent NGC objects of su±-
cient brightnessin the Northern hemispherethat werenot
Messierobjects. I then sorted by Right Ascension. This
prett y much got my list close enough to where it was a
simple task to individually check each entry and add or
subtract objects until all entries matched the exact \Best
Of" list.

My next task wasto pagethrough the graphsof those
objects visible in the sky now, and ¯nd any sneakyobjects
that, if I didn't observethem soon, would meana long wait
beforethey popped up again. Of courseanything circum-
polar I wouldn't have to worry about too much, but those
with a pronouncedsoutherly declination could meantrou-
ble. It turned out I had about a dozenproblem children
I had better disposeof at the next observingsessionthat
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SAC General Meetings 7:30PM at Grand
Canyon University, Fleming Building, Room 105
| 1 mile westof Interstate 17on Camelback Rd.,
north on 33rd Ave., secondbuilding on the right.
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SAC Deep Sky Subgroup Meeting at
John & Tom McGrath's, 11239 N. 75th St.,
Scottsdale, 998{4661 | Scottsdale Rd. north,
Cholla St. east to 75th St., southeastcorner.

SAC Star Parties at Buckeye Hills Recre-
ation Area Interstate 10 west to Exit 112 (30
miles west of Interstate 17), then south for 10.5
miles, right at entrance to recreation area, one-
half mile, on the right. No water and only pit toi-
lets. Pleasearrive beforesunset;allow one hour
from central Phoenix.
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