


by Paul Dickson

In the middle of the observing¯eld was the much ex-
pectedport-a-john. This was initially requestedby ladies;
but was also well used by men. Mainly becausethe ob-
serving site was so large the port-a-john was closer than
any tree or bush! It to was marked by °ashing red lights.
After darknessthe lights proved to be too much of a dis-
traction to observers. So they were placed inside. You
could still seethe °ashing through the sidevents near the
roof.

But, before it got dark I had a chance to chat with
Ray Farnsworth. He is the owner of the land we were
using for the site. He is a very pleasant person to talk
with. Someof the rain damageto the road was cleaned
up by him. We owe him a thanks, a big thanks!!! Not just
for the site, but also for maintaining the road.

I also had a chance to seeold friends and make new

ones. Spacedoesn't permit mentioning all. But I had
chanceto speak with Glen Nishimoto who let me usehis
camera| loaded with ¯lm | and Hazel Lawler; both be-
long to TAAA. I can't forget new friends Tom McGowan,
all the way from Massachusetts, and Tom Bopp of Comet
Hale-Bopp fame! Also well represented was EVAC with
Tony Ortege, Don Wrigley and the Alb ers! Thanks to
these and all who attended. You made the event a suc-
cess!

By sunsetthere wasmuch expectation about the mar-
athon and Comet Hyakutake. A good thing the marathon
wasn't a weeklater as this comet turned out to be a spec-
tacular treat! By this time the number of scopes had
grown to 65.

As darknessdescendedthe marathon, generalobserv-
ing and astrophotography began! By 11 PM I had com-
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SAC General Meetings 7:30PM at Grand
Canyon University, Fleming Building, Room 105
| 1 mile westof Interstate 17on Camelback Rd.,
north on 33rd Ave., secondbuilding on the right.
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SAC Deep Sky Subgroup Meeting at
John & Tom McGrath's, 11239 N. 75th St.,
Scottsdale, 998{4661 | Scottsdale Rd. north,
Cholla St. east to 75th St., southeastcorner.

SAC Star Parties at Buckeye Hills Recre-
ation Area Interstate 10 west to Exit 112 (30
miles west of Interstate 17), then south for 10.5
miles, right at entrance to recreation area, one-
half mile, on the right. No water and only pit toi-
lets. Pleasearrive beforesunset;allow one hour
from central Phoenix.
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