


by Paul Dickson

tine good order when I'm done| that's the least I can do.
(I'll have to do complete teardowns, of course.) Love the
package art | Saturn, galaxies, comets, the Horsehead.
And of course,450 POWER in big letters. Looks like a
winner!

Mec hanical Chec k-out
After buying the telescope from ServiceMerchandise,

I pausedfor re°ection on my grand plan. I needto think
big here. Why take this one back ¯rst for the exchange?
Why not get another oneand then take the worst oneback
with all my numerouscomplaints attached? Why not even
buy maybe 6 or 7 of them and then give back the bad ones
and pick up more, like in some kind of big draw poker
game? Service Merchandise does have a liberal return
policy, right? It's also 90-days-Same-as-Cash,right? I'm
buying from a computer, right? Then I would only have

to put onemount together and just switch optic tubesand
accessoriesin myriad combinations to ¯nd the very best
of the best. I could do it serially, but it would take more
time.

Well, practicalit y overrules me. When I try to order
more than one, the computer says `stock depleted'. Are
they really out or is there limiting going on? I'll know
next time. So now I have two scopes. That's enough
for someserious testing, and I guessI really don't want
to get stuck with a bunch of Tascosif they do freak in
Camera/Electronics and call the Manager on me.

The Tasco 851TR is a 900mm (3600) focal length,
60mm (2.400), rack and pinion focusingrefractor. It comes
with 20mm and 4mm .965eyepiecesand a 2x Barlow, giv-
ing 45, 90, 225, and 450 power. Other accessoriesare a
focussing5x24 ¯nder (stopped down to 12mm) w/cross-

Directionsto
SAC Events

SAC General Meetings 7:30PM at Grand
Canyon University, Fleming Building, Room 105
| 1 mile westof Interstate 17on Camelback Rd.,
north on 33rd Ave., secondbuilding on the right.
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SAC Deep Sky Subgroup Meeting at
John & Tom McGrath's, 11239 N. 75th St.,
Scottsdale, 998{4661 | Scottsdale Rd. north,
Cholla St. east to 75th St., southeastcorner.

SAC Star Parties at Buckeye Hills Recre-
ation Area Interstate 10 west to Exit 112 (30
miles west of Interstate 17), then south for 10.5
miles, right at entrance to recreation area, one-
half mile, on the right. No water and only pit toi-
lets. Pleasearrive beforesunset;allow one hour
from central Phoenix.
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