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On the Saturday morning of the All-Arizona Star Party, Don
Wrigley , Robert Kerwin and | drove out to I-10 for breakfast. On the
way back to the site, Don was wishing that notices of a swap meet had
gone out with the star party notices. As a result, there was likely to be
a poor showing for a swap meet that afterno on.

Either Don or Robert brought up the idea of holding a swap meet
at the next major star party. The next major event at the time was
the Messier Marathon and Don wondered how A.J. Crayon, the Messier
Marathon's  coordinator, would feel about a swap meet. When spon-

taneously , each of us though t of swapping of observations at the swap
meet. | believeit was Robert Kerwin who uttered words similar to those
above a fraction of second before either Don or I. The though t of a swap
meet at the Messier Marathon was humorously laid to rest.

It was two weeks later that | started doing \Dim Momen ts in Am-
ateur Astronom y." This one was my rst idea. Not wanting to do just
one, | though t of other sad, but humorous events | have been told or
overheard as an astronom y club member. | currently have one for each
month of this year, but I'm always willing to hear more.

not want to scana lot of sky! | then rocked the scope badk
and forth slightly to take advantage of the eye's sensitivity
to motion: and all of a sudden,the "eld wasfull of virtual
crescers!

\Please don't do this to mel," | remenber thinking
and nearly panicked. | wastrying too hard! Looking away
from the eyepiecel managedto relax, then resumedthe
seart. The time was 6:23 P.M., halfway through the 10
minute window.

About a dozentimes since 19921 tried to 'nd lunar

crescems lessthan 20 hours old. | practiced on two day
old crescets in broad daylight whenewer | could, learn-
ing how and what to look for. | even managedto spot
just over a day old with the Sun near the meridian! After
seweral cloud-outs, three of us cameup with a 13 hour 42
minute old crescem aswe obsened from near Alamogordo,
N.M. in really awful conditions. The trip wasjusti ed by
a visit to the VLA, which was nearby and on our list of
must-seeastronomical sites. Anyways, we saw the fragile
arc through an 8°for about 4 minutes going in and out of

Directiongo
SAC Events

SAC General Meetings 7:30PM at Grand
Canyon University, Fleming Building, Room 105
| 1 mile westof Interstate 17 on Camelba& Rd.,
north on 33rd Ave., secondbuilding on the right.
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SAC Deep Sky Subgroup Meeting at
John & Tom McGrath's, 11239 N. 75th St.,
Scottsdale, 998{4661| Scottsdale Rd. north,
Cholla St. eastto 75th St., southeastcorner.
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SAC Star Parties at Buckeye Hills Recre-
ation Area Interstate 10 west to Exit 112 (30
miles west of Interstate 17), then south for 10.5
miles, right at entrance to recreation area, one-
half mile, on the right. No water and only pit toi-
lets. Pleasearrive before sunset;allow one hour
from certral Phoenix.

N
-

20

I-10 to Phoenix

30 miles to I-17

Exit "112"

Buckeye

Gila River

Az-85

This is It!

Buckeye Hills -

Recreation

Mile Marker
Area 144

D!

To Gila Bend

March SACNEWS



