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down Palomar globulars, but what's this about Marfa
lights??). By 11 PM, there were openingsin the cloud
cover, and by midnight it was clear down to 5 degreesof
the horizon in every direction. Larry's scope was put to
immediate use hunting down faint galaxy clusters and |
took up position at my scope to begin feasting on the ce-
lestial servings. Steadily the sky improved, although the
dew settled in for an extended course,as well. Although
my observing sheetsfelt like wet napkins, | managedto
dewour a half dozen objects on my self-prepared\deep
south" observingmenu beforethe Moon madeits appear-
ance. Watching the 24-day old Moon rise over the far hills
at 50X, with a chaparral scrub bush silhouetted in front,
was the icing on the cake. The TSP had arrived in full
and my obsenational hunger-pangswere over.

In arather uncanry pattern, ead night yielded about
the same percertage of clear dark hours as the next,

perhaps half of eadh being obsenationally usable. All

but the last night started with various degreesof cloud
cover, which gradually diminished asthe night progressed.
The last night started out wonderfully clear, but the sky
slammedshut by 2 AM. In any event, those fortunate to

stay the week had plenty of time to add generouslyto

their observing lists.

Observing under these skieswas the main pursuit of
course, with most of the extraordinary views beheld at
the eyepiecesof the \skyscrapers." Riku came without
a scope (which by the way, is not a handicap| just ask
Tom Bopp!), but not without an agenda.| marveledashe
painstakingly drew and described nearly every object he
viewed. By the end of the week, he had a stack of observ-
ing cards a couple inchesthick. Riku is the leader of the
Deep Sky Sectionin his local astronomy club. Although it
might seemunlikely given the local observing conditions
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SAC General Meetings 7:30PM at Grand
Canyon University, Fleming Building, Room 105
| 1 mile westof Interstate 17 on Camelbak Rd.,
north on 33rd Ave., secondbuilding on the right.
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SAC Deep Sky Subgroup Meeting at
John & Tom McGrath's, 11239 N. 75th St.,
Scottsdale, 998{4661| Scottsdale Rd. north,
Cholla St. eastto 75th St., southeastcorner.
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SAC Star Parties at Buckeye Hills Recre-
ation Area Interstate 10 west to Exit 112 (30
miles west of Interstate 17), then south for 10.5
miles, right at ertrance to recreation area, one-
half mile, on the right. No water and only pit toi-
lets. Pleasearrive before sunset;allow one hour
from certral Phoenix.
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